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DESCRIPTION 
 
This Part prescribes standards and requirements for the authorisation by the Director of persons 
who are not employees of the CAA to carry out particular functions as authorised representatives.  

The classes of authorised representatives covered under this part are: 
 

(1) AER - authorised engineering representative; 
(2) APA - authorised personnel assessor; 
(3) AFE - authorised flight examiner; 
(4) AATSE - authorised air traffic service examiner; 
(5) AAR – authorised airworthiness representative. 
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BULLETIN  

This Part first came into force on 1 January 2004 and now incorporates the following amendments: 
 

Amendment Effective Date 
 
Amendment 1 1 January 2011 
 
Amendment 1 1 May 2017 
 
 
Summary of amendments: 
 
Amendment 1:  Rule 183.17 (d) (3) is deleted following the removal of  
(Docket 16/183/01) medical examinations for Aircraft Maintenance Engineers. 
 
 Rule 183.57 amended to clarify AER experience specific to 

aircraft design. 
 
 Subpart G -AAR is renumbered to improve the flow of the 

subpart. 
 
 Renumbered Subpart G Rule 183.503(4) inserted to include 

delegation for AAR to also issue aircraft registration 
certificates. 

 
 Subpart H -Performance of Functions is renumbered to 

improve the flow of the subpart. 
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Subpart A — General 
 
183.1  Purpose 
 
This Part prescribes standards and requirements for the authorisation by the Director of persons who 
are not employees of CASA to carry out particular functions as authorised representatives.  The 
functions are prescribed in applicable Parts. 
 
183.3 Definitions 
 
In this Part— 
 
Aviation organisation means an organisation that holds an approval under Parts 141, 145, 146, 171, 

172, 173, 174 and 175.  
 
Carry out a function includes the exercise of a power. 
 
Power means a legal authority to act for the Director. 
 
183.5 Classes of authorised representative  
 

(a) The classes of authorised representative are: 
 
(1) AER - authorised engineering representative; 
(2) APA - authorised personnel assessor; 
(3) AFE - authorised flight examiner; 
(4) AATSE - authorised air traffic service examiner; 

(5) AAR – authorised airworthiness representative. 
 

183.7  Application for authorization 
 

(a) An applicant for an authorisation must complete form CA 183/01 and submit it to the 
Director with a payment of the appropriate application fee prescribed by regulations made 
under the Act, together with— 

 
(1) two written references from aviation organisations or persons professionally 

involved in the applicable industry sector attesting to the applicants character, 
reputation and integrity; and 
 

(2) if the applicant is employed by an aviation organisation, a written statement from 
the organisation supporting the application and confirming that reference material, 
tools, and equipment belonging to the organisation are available for use of the 
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applicant if he or she becomes an authorised representative; and 
 
 
 
 
 

(3) any documents required by the applicable Subpart to be submitted with the 
application; and 
 

(4) such further particulars relating to the applicant as may be required by the Director. 
 

(b) An application is unacceptable if— 
 

(1)    the applicant is an employee of the CASA; and 

(2) the application is purportedly made by two or more persons; and 

(3) the applicant is not an individual person. 
 

183.9  Grant of authorization 
 
(a) Except as provided for in paragraph (c), an applicant will be granted an authorisation if the 

Director is satisfied that— 
 

(1) the  applicant  meets  the  requirements  of  the  Subpart   applicable  to  the  class  of 
authorisation sought; and 

 
(2) the applicant is a fit and proper person. 
 

(b) The Director may impose conditions and limitations on an authorization including: 
 

(1) a condition that the authorisation lapses if the authorised representative ceases to be 
employed by a particular organisation; and 

 
(2) a limitation on the functions which may be performed within a particular class of 

authorisation; and 
 
(3) a limitation that the authorisation is restricted to any definable part of the subject-matter 

of a function according to the representative's knowledge and experience. 
 

(c) The Director may decline to grant an authorisation if in his view there is no need for the 
authorisation.  

 
(d) Where the Director declines to grant an authorisation under paragraph (c), the application fee 

will be refunded. Where the Director declines to grant an authorisation for other reasons, no 
refund will be made. 

 
183.11  Instrument of authorization 
 
(a) The instrument of authorisation granted to an authorised representative is deemed to be an 

instrument of delegation issued by the Director in accordance with Section 44(2) of the Civil 
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Aviation Act. 
 
(b) Nothing in this Part shall be construed as limiting the power of the Director to issue delegations 

under Section 44 of the Civil Aviation Act. 
 
 
 
183.13  Duration of authorization 
 
An authorisation may be granted or renewed for a period of up to three years unless cancelled, 
suspended or revoked by the Director. 
 
183.15  Renewal of authorization 
 
(a) An application for the renewal of an authorisation must be made by the authorised 

representative on form CA 183/01. 
 
(b) The application must be submitted to the Director not less than 30 days before the certificate 

expires. 
 
(c) To be eligible for renewal of an authorisation, an authorised representative must 
 

(i) undergo recurrency training acceptable to the Director; and 
 

(ii)  provide evidence of activity during the previous period of appointment. 
 
 

183.17 Cancellation, suspension and revocation of authorization 
 
(a) The Director shall cancel a person's authorisation upon receipt of a request in writing to that 

effect from that authorisation holder. 
 
(b) The Director may suspend or impose conditions and limitations on an authorization. The holder 

of an authorisation that is suspended must immediately present his or her instrument of 
authorisation to the Director. 

 
(c) The holder of an authorisation that is suspended must comply with any requirements or 

conditions specified by the Director for the re-validation of that authorisation. 
 
(d) The Director shall revoke a person's authorisation if that person— 

 
(1) contravenes a condition specified in the instrument of authorisation; or 
(2) ceases to be a fit and proper person in accordance with the Act. 
 

(e) The holder of an authorisation that is revoked must immediately return his or her instrument of 
authorisation to the Director. 
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Subpart B — Authorised Engineering Representatives 
 
183.51  Purpose 
 
This Subpart prescribes the rules for authorisation as an authorised engineering representative (AER). 
 
183.53 Functions and specialities 
 
(a) An AER may be authorised for one or more of the following functions: 

(1) approval of design changes in accordance with Part 21; 
(2) determination of compliance with design standards for restricted category type 

acceptance certificates in accordance with Part 21; 
(3) assessment of applicants for authorisation under this Subpart. 

 
(b) An AER may be authorised for one or more of the following specialities: 

(1) structural; 
(2) powerplant; 
(3) propeller; 
(4) mechanical system and equipment; 
(5) avionics systems and equipment 

 
183.55  Documents to be submitted with application 
 
A person applying to become an AER must submit with his or her application, a written statement of 
the types of aircraft, aircraft components, aircraft systems or processes in relation to which he or she 
intends to carry out the functions of an AER. 
 
183.57  Criteria for authorisation as AER 
 
(a) Except as provided for in paragraph (b), a person is eligible to become an AER if he or she 

has— 
 

(1) a Bachelor of Engineering degree or equivalent tertiary qualifications sufficient to admit 
that person to graduate membership of a professional institute of engineers; and 

(2) a minimum of eight years experience in aircraft design appropriate to the functions and 
specialities proposed, of which a maximum of four years may be university engineering 
training; and 

(3) successfully completed a tertiary level airworthiness course or demonstrates knowledge 
and experience of airworthiness to a level acceptable to the Director; and 
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(4) any other qualifications and experience considered necessary by the Director to carry out 
the particular function proposed in the application; and 
 

(5) successfully  completed  training  acceptable  to  the  Director  on the  functions   and 
responsibilities of an authorised person; and 

(6) is familiar with the  Authority's engineering approval procedures. 
 

(b) The Director may accept lesser qualifications and experience than that prescribed in paragraphs 
(a)(1), (2) or (3) if the applicant demonstrates sufficient knowledge and experience to enable 
that person to carry out the particular function proposed in the application. 

 
 
Subpart C — Authorised Personnel Assessor 
 
183.101  Purpose 
 
This Subpart prescribes the rules for authorisation as an authorised personnel assessor (APA). 
 
183.103 Functions and specialities 
 
(a) An APA may be authorised for one or both of the following functions: 

 

(1) conduct of assessments of knowledge, skill and competency required by Part 61, Part 66 
or this Part; 

(2) conduct of written examinations required by Part 61, Part 66 or this Part. 
 
(b) An APA may be authorised for one or more of the following specialities: 

 
(1) maintenance engineer licences; 

(2) maintenance engineer ratings 

(3) maintenance engineer certificates; 

(4) flight crew licences; 

(5) flight crew ratings; 

(6) regulatory systems and processes. 

 
183.105    Documents to be submitted with application 
 
A person applying to become an APA must submit with his or her application, a written summary of 
the technical skills and knowledge that person has in relation to the functions and specialities he or 
she intends to carry out as an APA. 
 
 
183.107    Criteria for authorisation as APA 
 
(a) Except as provided for in paragraph (b), a person is eligible to become an APA if he or she 
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has— 
 

(1) for maintenance specialities, been in the aviation industry for 15 years or more, and has 
at least 10 years experience in aircraft maintenance and maintenance training of a kind 
appropriate to the functions and specialities proposed; and 

(2) for maintenance specialties successfully completed a tertiary level airworthiness course 
or demonstrates knowledge and experience of airworthiness to a level acceptable to the 
Director; and 

(3) for flight crew specialties, been in the aviation industry or equivalent Armed Forces area 
for 15 years or more, and has at least 10 years experience in flight operations in an area 
appropriate to the functions and specialities proposed; and 

(4) for flight crew specialties, hold or have held a licence or rating equivalent or equivalent 
qualification relating to the examinations or assessments proposed, and have instructional 
training or experience including written and oral examinations or assessments or 
instructional techniques training, acceptable to the Director; and 

(5) experience of  Authority requirements and procedures ; and 

(6) any other qualifications and experience, such as written and oral communication skills 
and interpersonal skills, considered necessary by the Director to carry out the particular 
function proposed in the application; and 

(7) successfully completed training acceptable to the Director on— 

(i)     the functions and responsibilities of an authorised person; and 
(ii)    human factors; and 
(iii)   if applicable, examination writing, moderating, conducting, marking and analysis; 

and 

(8) is familiar with applicable  Authority approval procedures. (b)  The Director may accept 
lesser qualifications and experience than that prescribed in paragraphs (a)(1), (2), (3) or 
(4) if the applicant demonstrates sufficient knowledge and experience to enable that 
person to carry out the particular function proposed in the application.  
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Subpart D — Authorised Flight Examiner 
 
183.201    Purpose 
 
This Subpart prescribes the rules for authorisation as an authorised flight examiner (AFE). 
 
183.203    Criteria for authorisation as an AFE 
 
(a) To be eligible for the grant of an authorisation as an AFE a person shall— 
 

(1) hold at least a current commercial pilot licence and the licence must be appropriate to the 
proposed flight examinations; and 

(2) hold an appropriate current flight instructor rating; or 
(3) have flight experience acceptable to the Director; and 
(4) have demonstrated to the Director the ability to perform the duties of an authorised flight 

examiner relevant to the flight examinations to be carried out. 

 
183.205    Documents to be submitted with application 
 
A person applying to become an AFE must submit with his or her application, a written summary of 
the technical skills and knowledge that person has in relation to the functions and specialities he or 
she intends to carry out as an AFE. 
 
183.207    Functions 
 
(a) An AFE may be authorised for one or more of the following functions: 
 

(1) conducting flight tests for the issue of pilot licences required by Part 61; 

(2) conducting flight tests for the issue or renewal of ratings required by Part 61; 

(3) conducting  operational   competency   assessments,   within   an  organisation  operating 
under— 

 
(i) an aviation training organisation certificate issued under Part 141, where the 

certificate authorises the holder to conduct those flight tests for a Part 119 
organisation; or 

(ii)  an air operator certificate issued under Part 119, where the certificate authorises the 
holder to conduct those flight tests. 
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183.209  Conditions of authorization 
 
(a) To exercise the functions of an authorisation, an AFE shall— 

 
(1) hold an appropriate current flight instructor rating with a type or class rating for the 

aircraft in use; and 
 

(2) have met the requirements of paragraph 183.203(1) or (2) as applicable to the operations 
for which the flight test is performed. 

 
(b) Where an AFE is not carrying out the duties of a required crew member while exercising the 

functions of that authorisation in flight, that person is not required to hold a current medical 
certificate. 

 
183.211  Recency requirements 
 
(a) Except as provided in paragraph (c), an AFE shall not exercise the functions of that 

authorisation unless, within the immediately preceding 24 months, they have demonstrated to 
the Director competence to exercise those functions. 

 
(b) The demonstration required by paragraph (a) shall include a simulator segment or flight 

segment, or both if required by the Director— 
 

(1) on the heaviest aircraft type (MCTOW) on which the AFE will examine, or on such other 
aircraft as the Director may require; and 
 

(2) under the requirements in the Part appropriate to the privileges being sought. 
 
(c) A person who satisfies the requirements of paragraph (a) within three calendar months before 

the date on which it is required is deemed to have completed the requirements on the required 
date. 

 
Subpart E — Authorised Air Traffic Services Examiner 
 
183.301  Purpose 
 
This Subpart prescribes the rules for authorisation as an authorised air traffic services examiner 
(AATSE). 
 
183.303   Functions and specialties 
 
(a) An AATSE may be authorised for one or more of the following functions: 
 

(1) conduct of assessments of knowledge, skill and competency required by Part 65 or this 
Part; 

(2) conduct of written, oral or practical examinations required by Part 65, or this Part. 
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(b) An AATSE may be authorised for one or more of the following specialities: 

 
(1) air traffic controller licences; 
(2) aeronautical station operator licences; 
(3) air traffic controller ratings; 
(4) air traffic service instructor ratings; 
 

183.305  Documents to be submitted with application 
 
A person applying to become an AATSE must submit with his or her application, a written summary 
of the technical skills and knowledge that person has in relation to the functions and specialities he 
or she intends to carry out as an AATSE. 
 
183.307 Criteria for authorisation as AATSE 
 
(a) To be eligible for the grant of an authorisation as an AATSE a person shall— 

 
(1) for air traffic service specialties, have been in the aviation industry  for 15 years or more, 

and have at least 10 years experience in air traffic services in an area appropriate to the 
functions and specialities proposed; and 

 
(2) for air traffic service specialties, hold a licence or rating equivalent or equivalent 

qualification relating to the examinations or assessments proposed, and have instructional 
training or experience including written and oral examinations or assessments or 
instructional techniques training, acceptable to the Director; and 

 
(3) experience of  Authority requirements and procedures ; and 
 
(4) any other qualifications and experience, such as written and oral communication skills 

and interpersonal skills, considered necessary by the Director to carry out the particular 
function proposed in the application; and 

 
(5) successfully completed training acceptable to the Director on— 

 
(i) the functions and responsibilities of an authorised person; and 

(ii) human factors; and 

(iii) if applicable, examination writing, moderating, conducting, marking and analysis; 
and 
 

(6) is familiar with applicable Authority approval procedures. 
 

(b) The Director may accept lesser qualifications and experience than that prescribed in paragraphs 
(a)(1), (2), (3) or (4) if the applicant demonstrates sufficient knowledge and experience to 
enable that person to carry out the particular function proposed in the application. 
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183.309    Conditions of authorization 
 
(a) To exercise the functions of an authorisation, an AATSE shall— 

 
(1) hold a current air traffic service licence with a rating relevant to the specialties authorised; 

and 
 
(2) conduct the examining within an organisation operating under— 

 
(i) an air traffic service certificate issued under Part 172, where the certificate 

authorises the holder to conduct that examining; or 
 
(ii) an aviation  training  organisation  certificate  issued  under  Part  141,  where  the 

certificate authorises the holder to conduct that examining; and 
 

(3) within the immediately preceding 13 months, have demonstrated to the Director 
competence to perform those functions. 

 
(b) Where an AATSE is not providing an air traffic service while exercising the functions of that 

authorisation, that person is not required to hold a current medical certificate.  
 
 
Subpart F — Reserved 
Subpart G — Authorised Airworthiness Representatives  
 
183.501 Purpose 
 
This Subpart prescribes the rules for authorisation as an authorised airworthiness representative 
(AAR). 
 
183.503 Functions and specialties 
 
(a) An AAR may be authorised for one or more of the following functions: 

 
(1) issue of an airworthiness certificate in accordance with Part 21; 

(2) issue of an export certificate of airworthiness in accordance with Part 21; 

(4) issue of a special flight permit in accordance with Part 21; 

(3) issue of an aircraft certificate of registration in accordance with Part 47; 

(5) approval of a minimum equipment list in accordance with Part 91; 

(4) approval of a flight manual; 

(7)   issue a radio station approval; 
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(b) An AAR may be authorised in one or more of the following categories: 

 
(1) aeroplanes below 5700 kg MCTOW; 

(2) aeroplanes above 5700 kg MCTOW; 

(3) helicopters; 

(4) production non-certificated aircraft. 
 
183.505 Documents to be submitted with application 
 
A person applying to become an AAR must submit with his or her application, a written statement 
proposing the types of aircraft for which he or she intends to carry out the functions of an AAR. 
 
183.507 Criteria for authorisation as AAR 
 
(a) Except as provided for in paragraph (b), a person is eligible to become an AAR if he or she has- 
 

(1) an aircraft maintenance engineers licence; and 
 

(2) at least 10 years experience certifying aircraft release to service; and 
 

(3) successfully completed a tertiary level airworthiness course or demonstrates knowledge 
and experience of airworthiness certification to a level acceptable to the Director; and 
 

(4) any other qualifications and experience considered necessary by the Director to carry out 
the particular function proposed in the application; and 
 

(5) successfully  completed  training   acceptable  to   the  Director  on  the  functions  and 
responsibilities of an authorised person; and 
 

(6) is familiar with the airworthiness certification procedures of the  Authority. 
 
(b) In lieu of the requirement in paragraph (a)(1), the Director may accept a diploma or tertiary 

qualification in aircraft design, maintenance or airworthiness. 
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Subpart H  Performance of Functions 
 
183.601 Purpose 
 
This Subpart prescribes the conditions to be met by an authorised representative for the continuing 
validity of an authorisation. 
 
183.603  Responsibilities of authorised representative 
 
An authorised representative is personally responsible to the Director for his or her conduct as an 
authorised representative, even if he or she carries out a function of an authorised representative while 
he or she is an employee or member of an organisation. 
 
183.605  Conditions for continuing validity 
 
(a) An authorised representative's appointment is subject to that person— 

 
(1) acting with standards of probity and skill consistent with those that apply to a delegate of 

the Director; and 
 

(2) continuing to meet the fit and proper person requirements of the Act. 
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